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has of late, been an object of ſome 
attention. By avowing yourſelf to 
be the author of A Calm Addreſs to the 
American Coloniſts,” you have ſubmitted 
ourſelf to the judgment of the Public. 
am not, there fore, to make any. apolo 


for the priviledge I claim, in common wit ; : 
the reſt of your readers, of freely animad- _ 


verting on the part you have taken, in ur 


* 


preſent political diſputes. I ſhall reſerve 


to myſelf the liberty of indiſcriminately 
rejecting or approving, according as cir- * 


1 


: 
* 


cumſtances may ariſe on a review of your 
conduct. And in the courſe of this ex- 


SK 


OUR conduct, in a political view, - 


f 


mination, I ſhall endeavour to reſtrain» my! 
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matters of controyerly.· Nothing extenu- 
ate, nor ſet down ought in malice.” 


As this is moſt agreeable to my natural 
_ temper, I ſhall begin with the language of 
_ commendation. Actuated, as I am, by a 


religious regard to an old and homely adage, 


- which is founded on the ſtricteſt principles 
of humanity and juſtice, .I cannot refuſe to 
give even Mr. Weſley his due.” 
It has been ſaid, that you have borrowed 
your arguments, and many even of your 
expreſſions, from a certain pamphlet en- 
titled, Taxation no Tyranny, But what of 
that? You have herein acted the part of a 
. wile and provident man. It is true, you 
had not the fore-ſight to avail yourſelf of the 
illuſtrious name of Dr. Johnſon, till it was 
rather too late; till you were unexpectedly. 
charged with the heinous crime of Literary 
et. This was, indeed, an unlucky 
_ inſtance of your inattention ; but ------ Alz- 


ando bonus dormitat John Wefley.----Poſlibly 


Owever, it may be ſome palliation of the | 
crying fin of Plagiariſm to 8 that 


you might delude yourſelf with the vain 


1magination, that the ſentiments of the ver- 
boſe and elaborate Rambler, having under- 
| gone a chymical proceſs, and having been 


ſimplified 


that “ no fewer than thirty- one paragraphs in the courſe of onl 


o 


Taxation no Tyranny. 4 | 


ten pages” of Mr. W. s Calm Addreſs, are borrowed from Dr. ].s | 


see the „ Old For tarred and feathered,” A pamphlet 
lately publiſhed “ by a Hanoverian,” from whence it appears 
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= Aat all about the matter. And in all this, 
3 ſurely there can be no great harm. It can- 
not be denied that there is a degree of ſi- 
milarity between your pamphlet and Dr. 


_ fimplified an 
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ity, to a paltry deſign of pilfering the lau- 
rels of his fame: or he might confider it 
as a ſubtle encroachment on his Literary 
„„ „ nana. 


3%] 


your own ; and leaft others ſhould not ſo 


jt 09% . acquieſce in this opimon, you 


thought it might be as well to ſay nothing 


Johnſon's; nay there is, in fact, no other 


difference between them, than that which 
the Doctor himſelf hath. very diſtindaly 


marked----His, © is the unmeaning clamour 


* of the PR DAN T of Policy :-----Yours, © the 


% delirious dream” (I cannot ſay, of re- 
* ghublican, but) of monarchical FaNATI- 
56 ISM Ws Sp ie n. 
- You flattered yourſelf, that if this ſimil- 
arity ſhould not paſs totally unobſerved, 


65 it might be attributed only to a fingu- 
ar and fortuitous coincidence of ideas, as 


is ſometimes the caſe with men of genius. 


Still however, I cannot help thinking, that 


it was running too great a riſque with re- 
ſpect to Dr. Johnſon himſelf : for he might 


haſtily attribute this effort of your ingenu- 


„vid. Taxation no Tyranny, p. 35.—“ It is the unmeaning | 
te clamour of the pedants of policy, the delirious dream of 
* rex ublican fanaticim. ” 5 
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d analyzed in the crucible of 
your brain, might be lawfully ado RES" LW | 
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loſs to any but yourſelf. 


Folio, by S. Johnſon, L. L. D. 
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Property. In either caſe, how would you 
be able to. ſtand before the indignation of 
the huge Lexicographer, or anſwer his 


waked wrath?” Methinks I ſee him, with 


terrific frown, and direful intent, brandiſh- 


ing in either hand a * Folio of tremendous 


ftze---0h Di avertite Omen] I ſhudder at the 
very idea. But ſhould he, on the contrary, 

imagine that you intended to do homage to 
his profound abilities in political ſcience, he 


may graciouſly unbend his rugged features, 


relax the native terrors of his aſpect, and 
in the words of the poet, Grin horrible a 
ghaſtly ſmile.“ It comforts me, however, 
to think that vour conduct in ſuppreſſing 
the good Doctor's name, cannot juſtly be 
branded as ſelfiſh and inſidious, ſince it 


appears that you were running a great per- 


fonal riſque, in thus retailing his ſenti- 
ments to the public. | 


-, 


It is prepoſterous to think that you could 
have any other than the harmleſs ambition 


of {welling yourſelf, like the frog in the. 


fable, to the valt bulk of this enormous 


Idler, who awkwardly friſks about, and 
wantonly riots in the rich paſtures of miniſ- 


terial favour.----I ſaid the harmleſs ambition; 


becauſe, if you ſhould, in ſo laudable and 
meritorious a rivalſhip, unluckily ſhare the 
fate of the ridiculous little animal juſt now 
alluded to, it would, I truſt, be no great 
= But 


* Vid, a Dictionary of the Engliſh Language, in tu Volumes 
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But yu have afforded an unequivocal 
proof of your great modeſty and - drffidence. 


% 


Being yourſelf a mere novice (I would not 


be underſtood to infinuate) amongſt the 


'hirelings of adminiſtration, you were un- 


acquainted with the arguments that might 


. 
r 
45 Nur py 


be adduced to ſupport the flaviſh ſyſtem of 


Deſpotiſm. And determined, by irreſiſti- 


ble evidence, to ſupport it, what was to 
be done ?----You could not have hit upon a 
luckier expedient. What, tho it be (as our 
ſagacious friend himſelf expreſſes it) An 


© expedient which argues no great profun- 
« dity of politics” +? Yet, the compreſſibi- 


6:lity of the Doctors pamphlet rendered it, 
upon the whole, a fit object of your atten- 
tion. It would alſo be an act of generoſity, 
as well as of public ſpirit, to reſcue it from 
that oblivion to which it ſeemed to have 


been deſtined; and newly vamped, it 
might do wonders in reclaiming many from 


the error of their opinions. Accordingly, 
vou undertook to lop off its luxuriant 
| . to chaſtiſe its pedantry and pa- 
rade of words, to condenſe its diffuſe and 
flowing periods, and to, bring it within the 


by 


reach of the weaker brethren. This was well- 


intended, and deſerves to be applauded. 
Moreover, you gave abundant evidence 
of your prudence and diſcretion in the mat- 


ter, as conſidered in the light of convent- 


"+ See Dr. Johnſon's Journey to Scotland, p. 224. 
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ta the upbraiding adverſary, with Macbet/: | 
in the play, Thou canſt not jay 1 


them. 


ence 3 and diſcovered a very, happy method 


of uniting the wiſdom of the ſerpent with the 
 harmleſſneſs of the dove. For, in any event, 


ou are ſecure. Should the Doctor's bleſ-- 
ed arguments be productive of unforeſeen 


| miſchief, his - OWN. brawny. ſhoulders mult = 
bear it all it cannot juſtly be imputed | 


to you: Or if it ſhould, | you may uietly 
ſlip your neck out of the collar, and reply 


* did rt. GET 2 


2 Thus far I go with you hand. in hand 5 
but no farther.--—--Thus far I could not 


withold my teſtimony. to the openneſs and 


ingenuouſne/s of your conduct: But here, 
Sir, I leave you- - -There are other charges 
brought againſt you, which do, I am a 
fraid, carry their own evidence along with 
. I have little to ſay, Al preſent, } of the 
fuddenneſs (however extraordinary) of your. 


political converſion; Although we have it 


upon good authority, that ſo lately as the 
laſt general election, you © expre ed your- | 


«ſelf very —_— in favour of the Ameri- 


% cans*.” To be ſure, it may be archly 


inſinuated by the profane, that the Man of 
God had not then been corrupted by that 


mammon of unrighteouſneſs which 1s the 
» see a Letter to the Rey, Mr. Waskkr, by Caleb Evans,” | 
— Bw Ea wn nd Op 
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idol of the children of this world. Nondun 
laurus erat. There are certain ſecret and 
poverlui attractions within the great vortex 
ol the court, certain charms and douceurs 
which had not yet either faſcinated the 
eyes, or debauched the heart of the itneraut 
apoſtle. But far be it from me to ridicule 
yOu ſpiritual intentions. Much leſs would 
be underllood to throw any refled ions 
upon the pious doctrine of ſupernatural in- 


F 


Fuences, of - involuntary and: inſtantaneous 
converſions d. For to this occult principle, 
probably, you would have us attribute the 
taste revolution in your political ſyſtem. You 
1 read Dr. Joknjon's unanſwerable pamphlet; 


and magna eſt veritas I- ſuch is the irreſiſti- 
ble force of truth, that your whole ſoul was 


enlightened in a moment: darkneſs and . 
error fled before the face of reaſon and ar- 


gument. All this is, undoubtedly very na- 
tural and ſuppoſeable that a man of your 
age and experience, I will not ſay, inflexi- 
5 bility and ſteadineſs of temper, ſhould be 
ſo inſtantaneouſly wrought upon by the 
flaſtidious conceits of a penſioned hireling. 
I have only to expreſs my wiſhes. in re- 
” gard to. theſe. two profound politicians, la- „ 
bouring in the ſame vineyard, that the- 
vent may not verify a certain remarkable 
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Zee Mr. WEsIEV's Journals, paſſim ; not the mutilated 
extracts from them, which (from what motive | do not preſume _ 
| to gueſs) he thought proper to publiſh, ſubſequent to the, 


Journals themſelves, 


2 


. 7 (--20-] - 
T | . which I ſhall here take the li- 
8 berty of quoting: © Theſe antipatriotic pre- 
Judices are the abortions of folly, impregnat- 
ed by faction, which being produced a- 
gainſt the ſtanding order of nature 7 tit 4 
riunt montes !“) have not ſtrength ſufficient 
for long life. They are born only to ſcream | 
and periſh, and leave thoſe to contempt or de- 
5 Oe. * whoſe kindneſs was employed to nurſe 
them into maſchief||”. VV 
- Now, that theſe unlucky * abortions” 
_ ſhould be © born to ſcream, I ſeriouſly pro- 
feſs I do not ſo eaſily conceive ; but as I am 
a novice 1n theſe matters, I make my ap- 
peal, as to this point, to Mr. Hunter, or to 
any other gentleman eminent for his {kill 
1n obſtetrical ſcience, who will condeſcend | 
to furniſh the needful information. In the : 
mean time I cannot help admiring the 
beautiful ſtructure and the muſical * 1 
of the above period, dark and myſtical as 
it 18-----ſuch aptneſs and ßerſpicuity of al- 
luſion, ſuch wonderful ee and ſimplicity of 
0 ⁵ d along 
Some profane wit indeed, might wanton- 
1 inſinuate, that in a caſe of abortion, like 
this, a midwife would be more requiſite | 
than a nurſe. I diſdain ſuch a puerile and 
pedantic attention to the minutiæ of verbal 
preciſion. - My mind dwells upon the Idea 
which this prophetic. ſage has ſuggeſted of 
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Taxation no Tyranny, page 3. 
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the holy-man.---------To nur/e Dr. Johnſon's 
abortions {----Right worthy and laudable oc- 
| cupation ! But I deprecate the accompliſh. + 
| ment of the direful preſage, which winds 
up this elegant and harmonious ſentence. 
| Ye miniſterial goſſips, forbid that poor Mr. 
Weſley - ** whoſe kindneſs has been” ſo 
uſefully, and ſo reſpectably employed in 
nurſing the abortions of folly, hould be 
left to contempt or deteſtation!” | 
To return from this digreſſion----I under- 
ſtand that the chief article in your indict- 
ment, relates to the Motives of your very 
extraordinary conduct in this buſineſs. Of _ 
theſe we are now to judge. 


* 


It has been ſaid, that you were actuatad 


by ſelfiſh and pecuniary views. In reply Ep 
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to this imputation, you have attempte 
clear up your conduct to the public. 
Juſtice to that public, as well as to yourſelf, 
it is true, ſome apology was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary. But ſince you condeſcended ta 
take up your pen, I am ſorry that you did 1 
not think fit to write more explicitly upon 
the ſubject. It is a pretty general opinion EY 
that your replies have been as inconfiſtent, . 
ſophiſtical and evaſive, as they have ben 
petulant and laconic. And as I cannot hei 
thinking that there is ſome foundation for 
the charge, it is upon this ground therefore „ 
that I now appear againſt yo. 
ee Tou reply (iſt.) that you did not pub li: 
vour Calm Address 15 the American 3 1 
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' niſts with a view to get money +,” if this 


had been your object, vou would have 
ſwelled it to the ſize of © a ſhilling pamphlet. 


But you were too wiſe and too knowing ta 


imagine that this could be ſo much to your 
advantage, as if you were to retail your 


15 hon plagiariſms'in the more commo- 


tous form of a tuo. penny pamphlet. And 
fo far was your wonted ſagacity from be- 


traying you in this inſtance, that you were 


well aware that hereby you had a much, 


greater probability of indemnifying the 


coſts of your publication. By means of. 


| Your numerous emiffaries, you would eaſi- 
I diſtribute it amongſt your humble fol- 


lowers in every corner of the kingdom :. 
and thoſe, - without much inconvenience. 
to their indigent families, might fpare ſo 
ſmall a pittance, in order to poſſeſs them. _ 
ſelves of this wonderful Epitome of Tomiſm, 


this bleſſed vade-mecum in politics, at an 


expence proportioned to its intrinſic value, 


There is likewiſe, another .ſubſtantial rea- 
ſon why you could not conſcientiouſly 


rate it higher than two-pence, For, as upon 
a realonable computation, the Calm Addreſs = 
did not coſt you above a ninth part of the 


labour, ſo neither could you have the con- 


_ fidence to charge it at more than a ninth” _ 
5 | part of the price of Taxation no Tyran —— 


which 
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which was eighteen-pence. Thus was your 
modeſty duly mindful of the great diſpro- - 
| portion there is between the poverty an- 
meagreneſs of your own creeping ſtile, and 
the elevated, ſonorous language, the /e/qurpe- 
dalia verba of that Boanerges in the cauſe of 
adminiſtration, the. venerable Pomyoso . 
Would it not have been the height of ar- 
rogance-and preſumption for ſuch a figmy 

in politics, to have taken any other courle. 
than, with the profoundeſt reverence to 
crawl between the legs of this literary Co- 
But, (adly) you alledge that you did 
not write the Calm Addreſs © to get prefer- 
ment to yourſelf, or your brother's child- 
ren Þ how does this appear? Be- 
caule, firſt, (for I love to be methodical) 
„ Iam a little too old to gape after it for my- 
ſelf, when I have one foot-in the grave.----- 
Poor old man] the ſureſt ſign that he is 
already in his dotage-----to have forgotten 
that this is the very time of life when man 
ſinks unawares ** to ſecond childneſs and mere, 
oblivion; when the ſordid love of lucre 
takes firmer hold of the affections; when 
the dim eye of age and infirmity views the 
ſetting ſun of intereſt and preferment 
through a. denſer and more deceitful me- 
dium. !-----And, ſecondly, If my brother 
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caſe, would thofe who reap the fruit of 


of this part of your accuſation, had not 


. moſt ſaid) inclined me to think that it is 


not, then, engage in this buſineſs © to pleaſe 
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or I ſought it for them, we have only to a 
ſhew them to the world.” I do not call this 0 
ſmuffling, or evaſion : but it does not re- I 
quire any great quickneſs or depth of pene- 'F 
tration to obſerve, that this declaration Xx 
does not deny but ſome very flattering and . 
cCourtly promiſes may notwithſtanding have 9 
been made you on the behalf of your 2 
* brother's children.“ Yet ſurely, Mr. 5 
Weſley is. a little too old” to believe that 5 
theſe fair ſpeeches are to be always impli- Fo 
citly relied on. And our even-handed | 
rulers (of whom I would always be under- 
food to ſpeak with the molt profound ve- ; 
neration) are too wiſe and too orthodox, þ 
not to ſupport the good old doctrine that | 


* the fins of the fathers are to be viſited on. 
the children.” Should this be the fate of 
your Brother's poor children, (God help 


'em!) how miſerably would they be left in 
the lurch, and how ungratefully, in this 


your doings, requite your work and labour 
of love! I ſhould have taken no notice 


your own way of anſwering it (I had al- 


not wholly without foundation. 5 
_ 3dly. I grant that if you were actuated 


by mercenary views, in regard either ta 


yourſelf, or others, (which, it ſeems, may 
ſtill be very naturally inferred) you did 


— 


. any 


any man living high or low”------but yourſelf 
y g hig your elf « 
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or your brother's children, you mult give me 


— 


leave to add. I can readily conceive that 
you did not mean to benefit any living crea- 
ture beſides. No- vou know mankind 


too well“ to imagine that it could anſwer 

your nd: | 
any other than that which has frequently 
been ſuppoſed to be the primum mobile, the 


urpoſe to act under the impulſe of 


ruling principle of your politico methodiſti- 


cal machine. „ He 
Jou ſpeak ſo confidently, and To rancor- 
_ ouſly of the inconſtancy of political men, 
that we have good reaſon to ſurmiſe, that 
you have, on ſome former occaſion, made 
proof of their ſincerity, and tat ſometimes 
to your no ſmall mortification and diſcom- 
fiture. Alas! tis pity you have not profit- 


ed by this dear-bought experience. But 


the unſucceſsful gameſter is frequently 
no leſs eager in the purſuit than he that 


wins. I Enow, (ſays the pious Mr. Weſley) 


they that love you for political ſervice, 


love you leſs than their dinner; and they 


that hate you, hate you worſe than the 
Devil -Oh fie, Mr. Weſley ! I did not 
expect ſuch an expreſſion from you. Igive 


you credit, indeed for your wit : but doth 


it not diſcover a degree of levity which 


e rr lie to your demure look and 
ſanctified deportment? It betrays more- 
over ſo much acrimony and intemperate. 


| wrath, that I fear you had for a moment, 


forgotten 


f 


re 
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5 forgot n that mode ation and calmneſs you 


profeſs. Tantene in animis cœleſtibus ire? _ 
As to your next aſſertion, 4thly, That 
you did not * write with a view to enſlame 
any, but the contrary”-----I do not pre- 
ſume to determine what might be your | 
particular views; but I aſk, could you 
really imagine that you were taking the 
right method of putting out the flame 
that rages all over the land“? That you 


have, at leaſt, been miſtaken, is evident 


from the diſapprobation which has been 


again and again expreſſed, both in conver- 


ſation and from the preſs, of your curious 


and orginal pamphlet. How could you, 


Sir, a preacher of peace, pour oil into 
the flame, and cauſe it to riſe higher and 
higher, by forwardly aſſerting, with ſo 


much bitterneſs, that ** the, reſiſtance of 


America has been wholly owing to the trai- 


torous deſigns of ſome perſons on this ſide 


of the water?” It cannot be ſuppoſed that 
a perſon of common pretenſions to veracity 

would publickly advance a thing. of this 
kind on light grounds. I, therefore, call 
upon you, Sir, as bound in duty to your 
king, and juſtice to your fellow- citizens, I 


call upon you to bring theſe traitors. (who- 


ever they are) before the awful tribunal of 
their country, to lay before the world their 
dark and infernal deſigns. If you cannot. 
do this, you have only given us a prof 
chat you are arrived at the higheſt pitch of 

N ,, 
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m inſolence, arrogance and preſumption, m 
* thus · daring to traduce ſome of the firſt names. 
i . and of the molt reſ pectable Sr in 


* 


1 


and malignant inſinuation; nor gan it 
any breach oſ charity to ſay, that WEI OR u equle 
have no other view in making fo 
a declaration of your own — "Ill. 
founded opinion, than to exert your im- 
potent endeavours to raiſe the Nin da- 
mon of civil diſcord, to unſheath the mur - 
— ſword, and put in motion the 8 oomy 
ine of tyranny and oppreſſion... ©... 10 
Jou alledge that the Americans are not 5 
ale either cruelly or unjuſtly-----that. 7055 
are not injured at all- that they are not 
contending for liberty,” &c.----But, ſurely, 
you have forgotten that thoſe. who have 
an opinion of their own, who have the 
| ſpirit to avail themſelves of the common 
priviledge of humanity by judging for them- 
lelves, will not acquieſce in arrogant aſ⸗ 
ſertions, and jeſuitical evaſions. Theſe, 
indeed, may probably ſuffice with Grads o¹ 
artleſs and implicit followers, who look 
to you as their infallible a . gholily 
father, and the keeper « 


erben een LE yy 


et Te SLES an r ane I. 
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I can conceive that it may be v politic 
to promote the purpoſes popular d eluſion, 
by affirming every thing Wang. unembar- 
raſſed countenance, and a confident, 4 ca 
tarial air.------**-Whatever' you do, not 
9 95 5 a ſingle argument; 3 md would ruin 
: f 2 . 


5 5 Y 
Ig 


this country. It is a molt crue , audacious, . 


their conſciences. 


8) 


every thing. Pronounce upon every queſ- 


tion abſolutely and deciſively: this requires 


ſome degree of artifice, and not a little mo- 


deſt aſſurance; but perhaps, nine times out 


of ten, you will be ſure to gain your point 


by it: it will repreſs idle curioſity; it will 


preclude all further enquiry, which might 


otherwiſe prove, in many caſes, a very 


awk ward and troubleſome buſineſs : beſides, 


it throws a veil of myſteriouſneſs and ob- 


 fFcurity over the ſubje&, which I find to 
ſucceed wonderfully in my way (ſays the 
ſpiritual- minded Mr. Welley), and I have 


no reaſon to doubt but it will do as well in 


' Politics, as in Religion.------For, it ſeems, 
there 1s quackery and empiriciſm in the one 


as well as in the other. 


I do not mean, Sir, at preſent, to debate 


with you the great queſtion of Taxation. 


It is in much abler hands; nor do I preſume 


to think that either you or I have any new 
light to throw upon the ſubject. Beſides, 
it is now referred to a more important iſſue. 
The avenging ſword is drawn: the awful 
guardians of liberty and juſtice are engaged 
to vindicate the cauſe of the ene. —.— 


and * ſhall not the judge of all the earth 


ao meat?” © F 
Lou muſt, however, allow me to obſerve; 


that it ill becomes you to decide, and that 


fo dogmatically, upon a point which you 
do not appear to have maturely conſidered ; 
nay which you have only taken upon truſt, 


upan | 
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upon the authority of a man (however ca- 
pabſe, perhaps, in many other reſpects, and 


= 


tho' allowed, to ſpeculate upon the narrow 


politics of a barren iſland in Scotland, yet) 
| as i1]-qualified as yourſelf: to judge of the 
exigencies, the reſources, and the mutual 


dependencies of the different parts of a 
reat and flouriſhing empire as this kas been. 
hus, to perplex the opinion of the pub- 


lic, many artiſices have been uſed, which, 


Las uſually happens When ee 8 fo l 


maintained by fraud, loſe 
counter- acting one another f.“ I muſt 
beg the author's pardon for the liberty I 


heir force by 


take, if I have perverted the words now 


cited, from their original meaning; but 
they are ſo exactly a- propos (in their pre- 
ſent accomodated ſenſe) ſo expreſſive of 


mx own idea, that I could not withſtand 


the temptation of borrowing them; an act in 
which I thought myſelf abundantly coun- 
| tenanced by the honeſt ſanction of Mr. 


Weſley s example. 


— 
* 


Is it not, alſo, a little extraordinary that 
ou, ſir, who have known the Americans 


ſo well, who have received ſo many per- 


ſonal civilities from them, who have (in 


| your curious and valuable Journals) borne 


ample teſtimony to their virtues, nay, who 


have no longer ago than the late Election 


(as hath been already obſerved) ſignified 


| the 


+ Taxation no Tyranny, N : 


= the moſt unreferved approbation of their 

= Reſiſtance. It is ſurely, not a little extra- 
4 ordinary that you ſhould now fo Ae 
1 liſe up to condemn them. Shall J praiſe 
nn e you in this? I praiſe 00 n 


* d 


reported that you have been diſappointed 
in your hopes of an American Brtſhoprick ; - 
| and when I confider your conduct, © I 
1 partly believe it f.“ It is likewiſe ſaid, that 
1 Fou have now ſome other object in view: 
and this we alfo may take for granted, 
becauſe you do not abſolutely contradict it. 
Ss You adopt the fafer method of endeavour- 
5 | ing to evade what you do not think fit to 
| deny. I do not expect you to acknowledge 
| , _ that you have baſely offered yourſelf to 
al hire, that you have actually received the 
8 Vouages of proftitution. Though we know 
. it to be an undoubted fact, that your Calm 
Addreſs to the American Colonies has been cir- 
culated from the firſt office in the kingdom; 
yet I think you cannot be quite ſo abandon- 
ed as to ſuppoſe that this circumſtance does 
3 any great honour: to me it affords a 
ſtrong preſumptive evidence of your ſhame. 
You probably have found it convenient to 
oblige a certain #zous Lord in Adminiftra- - 
tion, whom it, was impoſſible to refuſe. 
1 That this might not much interfere with 
1 your apoſtolical labours and purſuits, it was 
i alſo convenient to have recourſe to Dr. 
| Johnſon, and to pilfer the moſt . 
* 1 Cor, xvii. 22,1 Cor. xi. 12. 2 
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of his publications. Thus, while you were 
cringing and licking the duſt of the great 
mans ſhoes, in order to obtain ſome paltry 
pittance of his precious bounty, at the ſame 
time (to uſe the words of your own very 
delicate figure in regard to Mr. Toplady) 
you unfortunately chanced to lick up Dr. 
pe, 1 Hs ly 


After all, by whatever conſiderations you 


may have been influenced in this buſineſs, 


it was to be ſure, the luckieſt- expedient 


that, amidſt innumerable reſources could 


have been deviſed inthe preſent emergency 


of affairs. To have gained over a man of 


Mr. Weſley's deſcription, affords a ſtriking 


proof of the wi/dom and conſiſtency of the pow- 


ers that be. This ſurely, muſt be confidered 


as an invaluable acceſſion of weight and dig- 
nity to government. I felicitate my fellow- 


ſubjects on their having obtained ſo upright, 
and fo conſcientious an affertor of their na- 


tural and juſt Rights! I heartily itu- 


late our Rulers, the guardians of our Liber- 
ties and Laws, on their ſagacity in diſ- 


tinguiſhing, and on their good fortune in 


making ſo reſpectable an acquiſition! 
Perhaps, it is not an eaſy matter at once to 
determine whether Adminiſtration or Mr. 
Weſley hath gained moſt honour by ſo ex- 
traordinary a coalition.------But is it not hu- £ 
miliating to the laſt degree, to reflect on the 
|  * See Poſtſcript of Mr, Weſley's Letter to the Printer of the / 
London Chronicle, before referred to, 
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ſtate to which ; this once ha P. free, and 1 
comercial country is reduced, when oblig- 1 
ed to look for aid in the proſecution of its 8 
plans, to the 1tmerant leader of a gloomy 0 
and fanatical ſect? With what altoniſh-. A 
ment muſt our [neighbours on the conti- r 
nent, the ſilent, but not inattentive ſpec- t 


tators of the conduct of Great-Britain, - at 
this important criſis - -with what aſtoniſh- { 
ment muſt they contemplate, with what a 
fecret ſatisfattion exult in our diſgrace 1 0 
How would the breaſt - of our late vener- C 
able ſovereign, have glowed with generous b 
indignation, had it been predicted to him ſ 
during his life-time, that in the reign of his n 
illuſtrious grand-ſon, the politics of Eng- * 
land would have found a reſource in the 1 
phariſaical cant and grimace of Methodijm / . 
or 
t! 
t. 
0 
I 
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It is a truly ſingular and curious phæno- 
menon in our political hemiſphere, that 
the proud Penſioner and the apoſtate Prieſt, 
are the moſt ſubſtantial pillars of the Pre- 
rogative, the moſt zealous friends of go- 
vernment, the moſt original and Sued 
_ writers in ſupport of its meaſures this day 
in the kingdom. Pity it is that, in one ſing 
inſtance, our otherwiſe ſagacious miniſters 
are blind to their own intereſts, regardleſs 
of the honour of their ſovereign, and in- 


different to the welfare of the people. Had WF 
they the quickneſs to take a broad hint, or Nl 7 
the grace to attend to the awkward advances i 
of a true ſon of the church a certain Re- pr. 


verend * 
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Triumvirate-----Moſt worthy and exalted e- 


* 


mulation! that men who have pretenſions to 


learning and abilities, ſhould thus nobly 
aſpire to be the abject tools--------But I will 


yours the indignant language of riſing de- 


Sir. it is time to be ſerious-----The occa- 


ſion abundantly requires it. Such inſtances 
afford a melancholy and Cty picture 
of the human heart. We k it is ne- 


now, it is ne- 
ceſſary that the man who ſinks ſo low as to 
become the creature of adminiſtration, 
ſhould not poſſeſs the moſt refined fenti- 


ments of honour and delicacy. But, fir, 
Hour conduct (which is now more particular- 
ly the ſubject of animadverſion) ſo abounds 
with inconſiſtencies, that an impartial ob- 
ſerver might be ſtrongly induced to think 


that notwithſtanding your oſtentatious pre- 
tenſions, you had no fixed principles either 
of belief or of action that you had ever 
lived in a fluctuating ſtate of doubt and 


_uncertainty------and conſequently, that you 


can have no real concern for the fatè of 


your country, for the welfare and ſecurity 
of your fellow-citizens. I am ſorry to ſug- 


%, 


gelt, 


lf it was not [ſays an ingenious writer, in relation to the 
Dean of Gloceſter] for a ſeeming diſclaim, the ſincerity of 
which I do not queſtion ; I ſhould ſhrewdly ſuſpect myſelf ts 
ſee in the writings of this Gentleman, the very ſtrongeſt outwark 
ſigns of ſeeking preferment. See A Further Examination of om 


_ preſent American Meaſures; by the Author of  Confiderations, 
&c. page 176. f 
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. (8.7 pln, 
geſt further, that thoſe who know you beſt, 


governed by the baſeſt and moſt unmanly 


motives. What ſhall we ſay to your ſhame- 


ful apoſtacy from thoſe ſentiments of free- 


dom which you once ſo eagerly eſpoufed--- 
and flagrant plagiari ms -t 

Your affected diſavowal of being influenced 
y. thoſe conſiderations of private emolu- 


8 


ment, with which you muſt be conſcious 


that your conduct is too ſtrongly marked? 


What are we to think of the futility, the 


zeſerve, the evaſion, and the petulance of 


your. *< feeble replies,” to this complicated 
charge? In the name of all that is juſt, 


what can you urge in your own defence? 


But, if your ſtrange infatuation. does not 
ſtill continue, you will rather feek the 


Let, in what eſtimation, think you, will 


[i 


thofe hold your religious profeſſion, whom 


you have hitherto impoſed upon, by the 
Tpecious garb of external ſanctity and felf- 


nial, by ͤa ſtudied ſolemnity of counte- 


nance, and a gloomy auſterity of manners— 


to all outward appearance devout, morti- 


fied, wanting notſung; but in reality proud, 


Tavenous, oppreſſive, and for a pretence, 


mating long prayers?-----* Hypocrite, Bigot, 
or Enthuſiaſt, or a compoſition of theſe _ 


* N 


three characters! do you, in- your dotage, 


likewiſe long after the fleſh-pots of Egypt; 


or are you afraid. leaſt that the light of 


_- , realan 


will. be_ tempted to believe that you are 


: 
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? BK reaſon and of liberty ſhould baniſh Jour: 


2 cant and your jargon out of America *? 

4 There is one Circumſtance remaining, 
= | which is of nô ſmall weight in the ſcale of 

2 your conduct. I muſt therefore be excuſed _ 
77 if 1 here take fome-notice of the heavy 
4 c charge which your antagoniſt Mr. Evans, 
3 brings againſt you, of publiſhing what has 

7 very much the appearance. (it were idle 

4 to endeavour to ſoften the harſhneſs of the 


expreſſion) of a flagrant and palpable falſe- 
Be —You laſt 1 I 2 5 92 
mended an Argunent for the ID right of 
the Colonies to tax themſelves +”. Upon ba g 
reminded of this, you at firſt abſolutely deny 
vour having ever feen the book f. But Mr, 
Evans, producing inconteſtable evidence 
that you had both ſeen and recommended 
it, you begin to falter in your denial, and 
with awkward heſitation to acknowledge 
© T believe I did.” You do not vouchſafe to 
65 us a clear and explicit account of this 
"buſineſs. What opinion muſt you then 


0 


— 


r by ww ® TV 4 "Yo 


ES have of your readers, if you think they are 
f to be ſatisfied with ſuch flimſy and evaſive 
# excuſes, as I believe I did”-----but I had. 
entirely forgotten it f. To be ſure, there 
5 „„ 1. i Og 
Ie. page 188 ——Where the Author, in the 'courfe of his ani- 


madverftons on Mr. Weſley's conduct, expreſſes himſelf as above. 
See Preface to the ad. Edit. of Mr. Evans's Leiter to Mr. 


. Weſley , OF: 7. 5 FI | 
5 5 Idee Preface to a new Edition of the Calm Addreſs. 
5 See Mr. Weſley's Letter to the Rev. Mr. Caleb Evans, in the = 
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Gazetteer of December- 13th. 
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probability in the declar- 
y 


: etfulneſs!) of a publication which had, not 
fans before, made the ſtrangeſt impreſſions 
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; 5 See Johnſon's Journey to Scotland, page 274. 
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non-refiſtance in the ſulject, of abſolute and 


unlimited power in the /overeign'? Surely no 


tenets can be more hoſtile to the intereſts of 


humanity, than thefe; and the infatuated 


notion of the divine 8 of princes, ſo 
With reſpect to this 


latter, (to adopt the ſentiment of a reſpect- 
able writer) ** It is a doctrine which avow- 
edly ſubverts civil liberty, and which re- 

_ 5 e preſents 
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ed to deſcend like cattle from one ſet of 


owners to another, who have an abſolute 


dominion over them *.“ And what is more 


to be dreaded by thoſe who call themſelves 


men, than the exerciſe of abſolute dominion 


and unlimited power, when committed to the 


hands of an earthly potentate, who is him- 


ſelf naturally no more than their equal? —— 


It is indeed, an object of too high import- 


ance to be intruſted to any mortal -a 


charge to which no human being is equal 
- whoever would riſque the daring attempt, 
let him call to mind he fate of that raſh, 
aſpiring youth, who, preſuming to guide 


the chariot of the ſun, was overwhelmed 
with deſerved ruin and confuſion.---- Non 


agat hos currus? „ Would it not juſtly be 
deemed madneſs to furniſh one man with 
the means of cruſhing the reſt of his ſpecies? 


Hiſtory will inform us, that in e es 55 
princes have ever been the ſcourges and the 


__ deſtroyers of the people. witneſs the Neros 
and the Caligulas of every whe: and of every 
© 


country! Has it not been their conftant 


and unrelenting language, We will add to 
\ * your yoke, we will chaſtiſe you with ſcorpions G 
But if the tendency of theſe ſlaviſh doc- 


trines is ſo fatal and pernicious, what a 


monſter muſt ke be, who puts himſelf for- 
ward, as the abettor of tyranny and arbi- 


Ser Dr. Price's Olfſervations a Civil Liberty, Ec, page 16, 


_—_ 
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Z trat wer! He ant be the work * 


molt dangerous of rebels, the curſe of civil 
ee, and the enemy of the whole human 


race. If you aſk, Whom does this cha- 


racter deſcribe? I cannot anſwer you more 


ere than in the words of Nathan to 


avid----Tzou art the man. 


In ſhort, Sir, the more 1 conſoles your 
conduct, the more ſtrange and unaccount- 
„ © able, the more unjuſtifiab le and miſchiev- 
dus does it appear to me. Surely it affords 

an unhappy inſtance of the baſeneſs and 
- depravity of mankind, to think-—that a 
man, at your time of life, and (according 


to your Own ex reſſion) with one foot in 


the grave, - -Wwho has been looked upon as 
a mirror of piety and ſanctity by ſome, and 
in defiance of the calumnties of a pg 
world, has been well-ſpoken of by : 
that this: man ſhould, at laſt, HA himſelf 
fo low as to be even fuſpedted of the moſt 
| ge deviations from the purity, nay, 
6 ae ſeverity of his former pretenfions 
3 


after all his parade about the 


forms and externals of religion, he ſhould, 
when * declining into the vale of years,” 
by an unhappy and flagrant 
thoſe which have been, at lead. 
ſible principles, bring u | himſelf the 

groſs imputations of fi neſs and | 
- .crtly, prevarication, and falſe- 
hood 11 one”. 

for 1 0 credit of human nature, that yon 


rture from 


indeed, willingly hope 


. could 


his oſten- 
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| OEM oe 
__ © could never have had recourſe to theſe little, 
unmanly, and iniquitous arts: But I think 
it muſt be acknowledged, that unfortunate- 
ly, appearances are too ſtrongly againſt,. 
you. And I need not remind you what 
diſhonour even the appearances of evil may, 
in the opinion of many, reflect upon that 
ſacred cauſe of Religion and of Goſpel-Li- 
berty in which you have profeſſed to labour, 
both in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon. 
Is this then the end of all your boaſted 
Perfection? Does it ſerve you only as a 
maſk to conceal the hideous deformity of 
vice? But the arts of impoſition and de- 
ceit, will always ſooner or later defeat their 
own purpoſes, and the detection of kypocrify 
is a public benefit: it tends to caution the 
unwary multitude againſt that unwholeſome. 
leaven of the ſelf-righteous Phariſee. 
Tam not 1gnorant that there are' many 
amongſt your deluded followers, who have 
a blind and implicit faith in your political, 
as well as theological creed. But could. you 
be capable of taking ſo baſe an advantage 
of their credulity and ignorance, as to prac- 
tiſe upon their innocent and unſuſpecting © 
minds, and deſignedly to miſlead and ſe- 
duce them? Could you deliberately aim 
to involve them in ſlavery and error, with- 
_ out once conſidering, that for this you muſt 
one day be accountable------accountable to 
your own conſcience accountable to the 
violated rights of an injured people-----and, 
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ee all, Seed to Hin Sg 16 the 0 
Frince „7 the kings of the earth : 


For God's lake, Sir, let me intreat \ you 


ſeriouſly to reflect for a moment, on the 


diſgraceful ſituation into, which your own 


_ artifices have betrayed -you.-----Have you 
not baſely proſtituted yourſelf to the vileſt 


and molt execrable purpoles ?-----Have you 


not ſhamefully endeavoured, at leaſt in ef- 
fect, to depreciate the value of that ineſti- 


mable jewel, that pearl of great price, that. 


_*: ſacred EE of Liberty, without which 
(to uſe the man 


y language of the excellent 
writer already referred to) man is a bealt, 


and government a curſe *” ?-...---.-It is na- 


tural to aſk, Are you actuated by no other 


than the deteſtable ambition of brand- 


ing your name with contempt and abhor- 


rence as a ſecond SACHEVERELL? Do you 


aſpire to ſtand conſpicuous on the ignoble 
. liſt of infamy and venality—---amonglit thoſe . 
 flavesof ſtate r, the penſioned Jacobites and 


Tories, of whatever rank of 'precedency 


in guilt the Johinſons, the SHebbeares, the 
Macpher/jons, and the Hutchinons« of this de- 


generate age? 
*Till of late, I was willing to entertain a 


favorable idea of your views and intentions. 
I am ſorry to ſay that you now have com- 
pelled me to deviate from this opinion. Nor: 
am! e in this. en have taken oy 1 
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| You may int 8 4 Nall 85 to be 7 — "Y 
7" Mays Judgment. This, . is not 
pie |; and your character. 
Whether ef Freater or leſs ſigni cance in the 
185 exe, of. 8 World, is now at Tal | 
FED EEE & of the moſt atrocious conduct —— 
Nay, yoꝶ are convicted upon, e W 
ble evidence, of attempting to revive and 
. | Propagate Doctrines which are, in their ten- 
8 denęy, totally ſubverſive of all the ends of». 
Civil Flociety, and abſolutely deſtructive of 
. the happineſs. of man. You are found 
Poe ip of treaſon. and rebellion-----trea on. | 
1 inſt the Conſtitution, and rebellion. a. 
inſt the Majeſy of the People. I am as. 
fraid, it is not in your power to ke 
=5.. = 7 ven tne: fhadow of a defence; and I with _ 
5 vou no other puniſhment, than the loſs 15 
dat confidence with a certain claſs of 
eople, which has already enabled you to 
carry the arts of deceiving to ſuch a Nh | 
of enormity. For my own part, I ſhould _ 
' _. think my time not il-employed, if theſe 
. ſhould. have fo much effect as to 5 
- guard but one honeſt. and well-intentioned 
mind againſt the unmeaning rhapſodies 
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